Jonathan Dowthwaites, if I can do it without any one's
seeing me ?'
'And what wouldst thou steal beans for ?' was the reply,
'when any body would give them to thee, and when thou
knowest there are plenty at home ?'
'But it won't do to have them given, Father, the boy re-
plied. 'They are to charm away my warts. Uncle William
says I must steal five beans, a bean for every wart, and tie
them carefully up in paper, and carry them to a place where
two roads cross, and then drop them, and walk away with-
out ever once looking behind me. And then the warts will
go away from me, and come upon the hands of the person
that picks up the beans.'
'Nay, boy/ the Father made answer; that charm was
never taught by a white witch ! If thy warts are a trouble
to thee, they would be a trouble to any one else ; and to get
rid of an evil from ourselves, Daniel, by bringing it upon an-
other, is against our duty to our neighbour. Have nothing
to do with a charm like that!'
'May I steal a piece of raw beef then,* rejoined the boy,
'and rub the warts with it and bury it ? For Uncle says
that will do, and as the beef rots, so the warts will waste
away,*
'Daniel,' said the Father, 'those can be no lawful charms
that begin with stealing; I could tell thee how to cure thy
warts in a better manner. There is an infallible way, which
is by washing the hands in moonshine, but then the moon-
shine must be caught in a bright silver basin. You wash
and wash in the basin, and a cold moisture will be felt upon
the hands, proceeding from the cold and moist rays of the
moon.'
'But what shall we do for a silver basin ?' said little Daniel.
The Father answered, 'a pewter dish might be tried if it
were made very bright; but it is not deep enough. The
brass kettle perhaps might do better.'
'Nay,' said Guy, who had now begun to attend with some
interest, 'the shape of a kettle is not suitable. It should lie a
concave vessel, so as to concentrate the rays. Joshua Wil-
son I dare say would lend his brass basin, which he can very
well spare at the hour you want it, because nobody comes to
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